BE A BRIGHT
NEIGHBOR —
NOT A BLINDING
ONE!

A community takes pride in being friendly, safe, and respectful — and that includes how we light

our homes at night. Residential lighting can sometimes cause frustration for neighbors or
create unnecessary light pollution. Here’s how we can all do our part to keep our neighborhood
safe, welcoming, and easy on the eyes.

SHINE SMART: LIGHTING TIPS FOR HOMEOWNERS

1. Choose the Right Fixtures

e Look for “shielded” or “dark-sky friendly” fixtures that direct light downward instead
of outward or upward.

e Avoid lights that spill into neighboring yards or through windows.

2. Go Warm, Not Harsh
e Use warm white bulbs (2700K-3000K) instead of bright white or blue-tinted bulbs.
e Softer tones create a more natural glow and help preserve nighttime visibility.

3. Use Motion and Timers Wisely
e Motion-sensor lights add safety without running all night.
e Timers or smart plugs help ensure lights automatically turn off when not needed.

4. Think Solar and Sustainable

e Solar-powered path lights or wall-mounted solar fixtures are easy to install and save
on energy bills.

e Energy-efficient LED bulbs use up to 80% less power and last years longer.

5. Light the Right Areas
e Focus light only where it’s needed - walkways, entryways, and driveways.
Avoid lighting trees or decorative areas all night unless for special occasions.

WHY IT MATTERS

e Reduces light pollution so we can all enjoy a clearer night sky.

e Promotes energy conservation and lower utility costs.

e Protects wildlife — excessive light can confuse birds, insects, and nocturnal animals.

e Encourages a peaceful, neighbor-friendly environment where everyone can rest easily.

For more information on sustainable lighting, visit:
greenmanual.rutgers.edu/nr-light-pollution-reduction/?utm source=chatgpt.com
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