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HARDING TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2023 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Dr. Cervone called the October 12, 2023, meeting of the Harding Township Board of Health to order 

at 7:30 p.m., and announced the meeting was called in accordance with the laws of the State of New 

Jersey.   

 

ROLL CALL:  

 

Secretary Sharp called the following Board of Health members in attendance.  

 

BOH Attendance:   Dr. Cervone, Mrs. Chipperson, Mr. DeNave, Dr. Lacz, Mrs. McKittrick, 

and Mrs. Somers 

 

Absent:  Mrs. DiTosto 

     

Health Department Attendance:  Mrs. Lisa Sharp and Mr. George Byrnes 

 

County of Morris Attendance:  Miss Shelby Meyers, REHS 

 

BOH Counsel:  Mr. Joseph Sordillo, BOH Attorney 

 

Public:  2 
 

 

BOH WAIVER – MICHAEL JOHNSON, 16 PLEASANTVILLE ROAD, BLOCK 53, 

LOT 1.02 

 

Mr. Joseph Sordillo, BOH Attorney, conducted the Oath of Office to Mr. Chuck Digny, 

Engineer for the applicant.  Mr. Digney explained that Mr. Johnson would like to install a 

bathroom in their basement, which requires an addition of a sanitary ejector pump.  The addition 

of the ejector pump requires the disposal field to be enlarged by 50%.  The exiting field does not 

meet this requirement.  Currently, the field is at 1.25% and the State requires 1.50%.  This will 

also require approval from the State by way of a TWA (Treatment Works Approval).  A 

discussion ensued regarding the size of the field. 

 

Miss Meyers reported that the State and Harding have regulations.  The State regulations require 

a 50% increase to the disposal bed when a sanitary ejector pump is proposed to be installed.  

This is what the applicant is planning in the new bathroom downstairs. Harding Township has 

an Ordinance and the State has a regulation that a surge tank has to be installed and the applicant 

is looking to install the requested surge tank.  A waiver is being requested from the Board of 

Health for the size of the disposal field and if granted, the applicant will go to the State and 

request a TWA.  Mr. DeNave commented that it is the ejector pump that is causing the issue, not 

the bathroom.  Miss Meyers responded that is correct.  Mr. Byrnes commented that since the 

ejector pump is part of the bathroom that is why there is a concern.  Mr. DeNave commented is 

the application renovating the house and adding bedrooms.  Miss Meyers responded that the 
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applicant is renovating the house but not adding any new bedrooms.  Mr. DeNave commented 

that if the applicant was going to expand the house, they would need to expand the septic bed.  

Mr. Digney responded with yes.   A further discussion ensued pertaining to the renovation of the 

home.  Mrs. McKittrick asked if the bathroom would be a half bathroom or a full bathroom with 

shower.  The applicant responded a shower will be installed.  Dr. Lacz asked if the State will 

approve it or is there a chance they will not approve it.  Miss Meyers responded that the State 

has reinstated the requirement and will approve it but wants to ensure that the ejector pump will 

be installed.   

 

Dr. Cervone asked for a motion to approve the waiver request to increase the field to 1.5%.  

Upon a motion made by Mr. DeNave, seconded by Mrs. Somers, and with a roll call vote of all 

ayes, none opposed the waiver request was approved.  A letter from Mr. Sordillo on behalf of 

the Board of Health stating their approval will be attached to the TWA application going to the 

State. 

 

Let the record show that Mr. Digney and Mr. Johnson left the meeting at 7:50 pm. 
 

 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 14, 2023: 

 

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any questions with regard to the September 14, 2023 minutes.  Upon a 

motion made by Mrs. McKittrick, seconded by Mrs. Somers, and with a roll call vote of all ayes, none 

opposed the meeting minutes for September 14, 2023 were accepted. 
 

 

MONTHLY REPORT / FINANCIAL REPORT FOR SEPTEMBER 2023: 

 

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any questions regarding the monthly Health Department report for 

September 2023.   

 

Mrs. McKittrick asked for an update pertaining to the Municipal Building water.  Mrs. Sharp informed 

the Board that in speaking with Mr. Toribio, DPW Superintendent, the Municipal Building will need to 

conduct monthly water tests for one year due to the two consecutive unsatisfactory environmental 

water tests.  Mr. Toribio has purchased a UV light for the pump pit and has installed it.  The well will 

be shocked shortly.  Mr. DeNave explained there are two big well tanks which are old.  In speaking 

with Mr. Toribio there are two options that may be possible which are; install new tanks or the 

possibility of extending the Southeast Morris water line to serve the Municipal Building.  Mr. DeNave 

has a meeting scheduled with the water company to discuss this option.  Mr. DeNave will keep the 

Board updated.  A discussion ensued regarding the well water for the Municipal Building. 

 

Mrs. Sharp explained that she will need to add about $1,500 to the 2024 expense budget which was 

approved at the September Board meeting to account for the extra water testing.   

 

Dr. Cervone asked for a motion to accept the September 2023 monthly Health Department report.  

Upon a motion made by Mrs. McKittrick, seconded by Mrs. Somers, and with a roll call vote of all 

ayes, none opposed, the monthly report for September 2023 was accepted.   
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COUNTY OF MORRIS MONTHLY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE TOWNSHIP 

OF HARDING – SEPTEMBER 2023: 

 

Dr. Cervone asked if there were any comments or questions with regard to the Morris County Monthly 

Reports for September 2023.   

 

Miss Meyers reported that in the monthly September Report did not provide the rating for the 

Minuteman Restaurant which was inspected.  The Minuteman received a Satisfactory rating.  The 

Health Educator has been sending weekly educational flyers which are included in the meeting 

packets.  Mrs. McKittrick asked if information on Lead in the well water could be provided.  Miss 

Myers will speak with the Health Educator. 

 

Miss Meyers provided an update on Café Sapori.  Miss Meyers and Mr. Byrnes conducted an 

inspection on September 19, 2023, and issued a satisfactory rating.  The upstairs remains closed.  Mr. 

Byrnes explained that they currently have two bathrooms upstairs, the new owners would like to 

remodel a closet into a unisex bathroom which Mr. Byrnes explained this would likely increase the 

flow to the septic system.  Mr. DeNave reported that this restaurant currently has several septic issues 

that we are working with them on.  Mr. Byrnes explained that the system allows 50 seats but a 

previous renovation occurred and the Health Administrator allowed 110 seats.  Miss Meyers explained 

that we have asked for weekly water meter readings to help assist with reviewing the flow on the septic 

system.   

 

With no further comments, a motion was made to accept the September 2023 Monthly County of 

Morris report by Mr. DeNave, seconded by Mrs. McKittrick, and with a vote of all ayes, none opposed 

the monthly Morris County report for September 2023 was accepted. 

 

 

OTHER MATTERS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD AND HEARING 

PERSONS PRESENT: 

 

No hearing persons were present. 

 

Mrs. Sharp informed the Board of Health that in the meeting packet she provided a copy of the 

memorandum that Mr. Sordillo sent to the Township Committee with the Board of Health’s 

recommendation and the Ordinance the Township Committee will have on the November 

agenda amending Chapter 90: Dogs.  The introduction will be in November and the public 

hearing and adoption will be in December.   

 

Mr. Sordillo explained to the Board that he reviewed the proposed language that Dr. Perez, Jr., 

provided regarding amending Chapter 189: Retail Food Establishment.  Mr. Sordillo explained 

he did not have any concerns and that the proposed amendment made sense.  Mr. Sordillo 

explained what Dr. Perez, Jr. proposes in Section 1 is separating out what is already there into 

new sections and adding to it regarding temporary food establishment permits, which is not in 

the ordinance.   
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Mr. Sordillo explained, Section 2 is all new language which is similar to other municipalities.   

 

§ 189-2 Revocation of license; hearing.  

 

1. The Health Officer or his designee may revoke, cancel licenses issued under this section at any 

time and summarily order the licensed establishment closed when, in the opinion of the Health 

Officer or his designee, such action is necessary to abate an existing or threatened menace to 

public health. Immediate closure shall be in addition to and shall supplement any other penalty 

or remedy that may be authorized by N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.1 et seq., as the same may be from time 

to time amended and supplemented. A person, firm, or corporation whose license has been 

revoked shall close the establishment, discontinue serving food to patrons, and request all 

patrons to vacate the premises.  

2. The licensee shall be entitled to a hearing before the Board of Health within a reasonable time 

which is not to exceed fifteen (15) days for the purpose of seeking reinstatement of a revoked 

license. Written notice of the time and place of such a hearing shall be served upon the licensee 

at least three (3) days prior to the date set for such hearing. Such notice shall contain a brief 

statement of the grounds to be relied upon for revoking, cancelling, or suspending such license. 

Notice may be give either by personal delivery thereof to the person to be notified or be 

deposited in the United States Post Office in a sealed envelope, postage prepaid, addressed to 

such person to be notified at the business address for such license.  

3. At the hearing the before the Board of Health, the licensee shall have an opportunity to answer 

and may thereafter be heard, and upon due consideration and deliberation by the Board of 

Health, the complaint may be dismissed, or if the Board of Health concludes that the charges 

have been sustained and substantiated, it may deny reinstatement of the license and stipulate 

the conditions required for reinstatement of the license.  
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Mr. Sordillo explained that this is similar to the amendment to the Dog Ordinance where it will 

be amended by the Township Committee not the Board of Health as it is not located in the 

Board of Health Ordinance.  If the Board of Health is in favor, Mr. Sordillo will provide a 

similar memorandum to the Township Committee, making this recommendation from the Board 

of Health to amend the Township Code, Chapter 189, Sections 1-3.   

 

A discussion ensued on the new language in the proposed Section 2, the procedure to close a 

restaurant, and the timeframe to challenge the closure.  Mr. Sordillo explained that the Board 

meets once a month and the timeframe for the challenge is within 15 days for a quick 

turnaround.  This could require special meetings of the Board of Health and if a virtual meeting 

was necessary to meet a quorum, it could be accommodated.  A quorum of the Board of Health 

would require three members.  A recommendation was to add language regarding the notice of a 

meeting.  The consensus of the Board of Health was to have Mr. Sordillo provide a 

memorandum to the Township Committee with the recommendations of the Board of Health 

amending Chapter 189 of the Township Code.   

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

With no further comments or discussions, Dr. Cervone asked for a motion to adjourn.   

 

Upon a motion made by Dr. Lacz, seconded by Mr. DeNave, and with a vote of all ayes, none 

opposed, the meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

Lisa A. Sharp 

Secretary, Board of Health 


